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membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2533-MT  Walter  T.  Norris,  4449  Fremont,  Plano,  Texas  75093 

(Dealer  in  World  Coins) 
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DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  have  received  the  following  donations  since  the  last  report: 


Name 

Donation 

Preference  of  Use 

ALBRIGHT,  John 

$50.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

BEIER,  Herbert 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

BESSENEY,  Francis 

$20.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

BORKOWSKI,  Kenneth 

$5.00  Cash 

NI  Bulletin  Fund 

COCHRANE,  Norman 

$15.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

CRAWLEY,  L.  L. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

DAVENPORT,  John 

$15.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

DE  LORENZO,  Frank 

$5.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

GRACEY,  David 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

HARANO,  Takao 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

HIGEL,  Thomas  E. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

HINKLE,  David  R. 

$100.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

HOSCH,  Charles  R. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

HUBBARD,  Clyde 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

KOONTZ,  L.  Donald 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

LAKIN,  Robert 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

LAY,  Evan  L. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

LINN,  Kennie  M. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

MAIER,  Mike 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

MIKES  KA,  Jurgen 

$7.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

MILLS,  Charles  S. 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

MULLAN,  Bill 

$40.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

NOLAN,  John  M. 

$15.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

ORLOWSKI,  Frank 

$5.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

PORTO,  J.  Alex 

$5.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

PRICE,  Fred  L. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

STOCKMAN,  KRISTIAN 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

SWENSON,  David 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

THANNISCH,  G.  D. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

THOMPSON,  Wm.  B. 

$25.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

TURK,  Robert  P. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

WITTER,  Dwayne 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 


I.  The  following  books  are  new  to  the  Library: 

The  American  Numismatic  Society 

GB30.KleJ : 1 998 : ALC 

KLEEBERG,  JOHN  M. 

America’s  Large  Cent 
Pub.  1998,  190pp,  illus. 

Marian  Morris 


PG70.FunW:1990:N 

FUNCK,  WALTER 

Die  notmunzen  der  Deutschen  stadte,  Gemeinden,  Kreise, 
Lander,  etc.  Amtliche  ausgaben  1916-1921.  Im  Anhang 
notmunzen  1922-1924  und  notmunzen  nach  dem  II  Wellkrieg. 
Pub.  1990,  330pp,  illus. 

FE40.LeiS : 1 977 :MB 

LEITAO,  SANTOS 

Catalogo  de  moedas  Brasileiras  1643-1976. 

Pub.  1977  (13th  ed.),  129pp,  not  illus. 

SE30.  JoSt:  1921  :MC 

JOHNSON,  STANLEY  C. 

The  Medal  Collector.  (Mostly  British  decorations.) 

Pub.  1921,  320pp,  illus. 

n.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  wish  to  extend  our  appreciation  to  Ms.  Marian  Morris 
for  her  donation  of  additional  numismatic  works  to  the  Library,  and  to  Thomas  A. 
Schillinger  for  his  gift  of  current  foreign  catalogs. 

HI.  We  would  like  to  comment  on  the  listing  of  the  donation  from  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  regarding  an  American  large  cent.  Granting  that  we  are  an 
international  society  devoted  to  foreign  coins,  medals,  tokens,  etc.,  we  are  still  a 
library,  and  by  the  very  nature  of  being  one,  we  also  maintain  a large  collection  of 
books  relating  to  United  States  coinage,  medals,  etc.  that  are  available  to  NI  members. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 
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THE  IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION 


Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  N1  # 2382 


An  image  which  occurs  frequently  on  religious  medals  - and  more  spectacularly  in 
religious  paintings  - is  that  of  the  Virgin  Mary  as  "The  Immaculate".  It  features,  for 
example,  on  the  obverse  of  the  bronze  medal  shown,  llA  times  actual  size,  in  Fig.  1, 
which  is  probably  Italian  and  of  eighteenth  century  date,  and  in  the  magnificent 
painting  by  the  seventeenth  century  Spanish  artist  Murillo,  shown  in  Fig.  2. 


The  origins  of  the  image  are  of  some  interest.  It  was  long  believed  that  Mary,  as  the 
specially  chosen  Virgin-mother  of  the  Son  of  God,  could  surely  not  herself  have  been 
bom  as  other,  ordinary  mortals.  The  idea  developed  that  she  must  somehow  have 
been  sanctified  by  God  at  the  moment  of  her  conception  in  her  mother’s  womb  - 
"conceived  without  sin",  as  it  were  - in  preparation  for  her  future  role  as  the  mother 
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of  Jesus.  Thus  was  resolved  the  evident  contradiction  in  having  the  Divine  bom  of 
the  Human. 

This  notion  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  of  Mary  has  a long,  controversial,  and 
frankly  dull  history  stretching  back  to  the  seventh  century  and  beyond.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  by  the  eleventh  century  or  so,  the  idea  had  gained  widespread  popular 
acceptance,  but  that  it  took  the  Church  until  1854  to  make  up  its  official  mind  on  the 
matter,  and  to  declare  it  to  be  official  doctrine  and  an  article  of  faith  (1).  Whilst 
officialdom  dithered,  of  course,  countless  religious  medals  like  Fig.  1 and  a multitude 
of  fine  paintings  like  Fig.  2 were  produced. 

But  how  does  one  depict  a woman  conceived  without  sin?  For  reasons  of  scriptural 
interpretation  which  for  once  are  not  far  to  seek.  Revelation  12.1  was  held  to  provide 
a particular  key: 

"And  there  appeared  a great  wonder  in  heaven;  a woman  clothed  with 
the  sun,  and  the  moon  under  her  feet,  and  upon  her  head  a crown  of 
twelve  stars." 

This  verse,  presumably  on  account  of  its  suitably  celestial  elements,  was  interpreted 
as  a symbolic  reference  to  the  immaculately  conceived  Virgin  Mary,  and  with  a few 
added  extras  became  the  basis  for  at  least  one  guide-book  for  artists:  the  Spaniard 
Pacheco’s  Arte  de  la  Pintura , published  in  1649  (2).  Pacheco,  who  was  the  art  censor 
for  the  Inquisition,  instructed  artists  that  Mary  is  to  be  portrayed  in  the  first  bloom 
of  womanhood,  her  hands  to  be  folded  on  her  bosom,  or  clasped  in  prayer.  The 
phrase  "clothed  with  the  sun"  in  the  Biblical  verse  is  to  be  expressed  by  a flood  of 
light  around  her.  Beneath  her  feet  is  to  be  the  crescent  moon,  and  around  her  head 
a halo-crown  of  twelve  stars.  Her  robe  must  be  spotlessly  white;  her  mantle  or  scarf, 
blue.  Around  her  are  to  hover  cherubim  bearing  roses,  palms  and  lilies  (3),  and  at  her 
feet  should  appear  the  vanquished  Dragon  of  Revelation  chapter  12. 

Not  all  of  these  rules  were  rigidly  followed,  of  course,  and  some  latitude  was 
acceptable.  In  Murillo’s  painting  the  stars  are  unrepresented,  and  on  the  medal  they 
number  only  seven,  one  presumes  to  avoid  overcrowding  in  the  limited  space 
available.  The  crescent  moon  is  almost  invariably  shown,  though  with  its  points 
usually  upwards,  even  though  Pacheco’s  manual  recommended  that  they  point 
downwards  (because  illuminated  by  the  radiance  of  Mary  from  above!).  Expressing 
the  radiance  of  Mary’s  robe  is  more  of  a problem  for  medallists  than  painters,  of 
course,  the  problem  being  most  often  solved  by  the  device  used  in  Fig.  1 (4). 

The  reverse  of  the  medal  featured  in  Fig.  1,  incidentally,  also  relates  to  the  Virgin 
Mary  and  depicts  the  Annunciation  - that  is,  the  episode  in  Luke  1.26ff  when  the 
angel  Gabriel  appears  to  her  to  announce  that  she  is  the  chosen  Mother-to-be  of  Jesus. 
This  scene,  too,  is  a favourite  in  art,  having  been  captured  on  canvas  by  the  likes  of 
Fra  Angelico  and  Botticelli.  On  the  medal,  as  so  often  in  the  paintings,  Gabriel  holds 
out  a lily  to  her,  symbolising  her  purity  (as  note  3),  and  above  him,  but  not  very 
clearly  represented  on  this  medal,  is  a dove,  radiating  light,  indicative  of  the  presence 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  was,  of  course,  Gabriel’s  address  to  the  Virgin  Mary  in  Luke 
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1.28  which  became  the  basis  for  that  invocation,  known  to  Catholics  the  world  over, 
"Hail  Mary,  full  of  grace",  words  which,  in  their  Latin  form  (AVE  MARIA  GRATIA 
PLENA),  are  equally  well  known  to  the  collectors  of  14th-  15th  century  French  jetons, 
where  they  form  a legend  that  repeats  with  almost  tedious  frequency. 

One  other  detail  of  the  obverse  of  Fig.  1 deserves  mention  and  it  is  the  knotted  cord 
that  forms  a surround  for  the  medal.  This  is  the  cord  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  which, 
according  to  Pacheco’s  ‘rule  book’,  should  preferably  be  worn  as  a girdle  by  the 
Immaculate  Virgin  in  any  representation  of  her.  This  convention  appears  to  have 
come  about  because  in  the  heated  controversy  over  whether  or  not  the  Virgin  Mary 
was  conceived  without  sin,  the  Franciscans  were  staunch  supporters  of  the  idea  (in 
contrast  to  the  Dominicans,  for  example,  who  were  not  (5).)  Furthermore,  the  Virgin 
Mary  herself  sanctioned  this  symbol  when  she  appeared,  in  a vision,  wearing  just  such 
a girdle,  to  a Franciscan  nun  named  Beatriz  de  Silva.... 


All  of  which  brings  us  to  the  rather  neat  bronze  medal  depicted,  llA  times  actual  size, 
in  Fig.  3,  which  appears  to  be  from  the  same  stable  as  the  medal  in  Fig.  1,  and  thus 
presumably  Italian  and  eighteenth  century.  Its  obverse  is  virtually  identical  to  that  of 
Fig.  1,  thus  requiring  no  further  comment,  but  its  reverse,  also  enclosed  in  the 
symbolic  cord,  depicts  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  himself,  receiving  the  stigmata,  or  marks 
of  the  crucifixion. 

The  episode  is  related  in  Alban  Butler’s  Lives  of  the  Saints  (October  4th),  and  may 
be  summarised  thus:  in  September  1224,  St.  Francis  was  deep  in  prayer  on  Mount 
Alvemo  in  the  Apennines,  where  he  had  a retreat.  It  is  said  that  he  went  into  a trance 
in  which  he  had  a vision  of  a seraph  with  six  shining  wings,  bearing  an  image  of 
Christ  crucified.  In  due  course,  the  vision  dissolved,  and  the  saint  found  himself 
blessed,  if  that  is  the  right  word,  with  painful  replicas  of  Christ’s  crucifixion  wounds  - 
nail  wounds  in  his  hands  and  feet  (the  very  nails,  it  is  said,  seemed  still  to  be  in  situ), 
and  an  open  lance-wound  in  his  right  side. 

On  the  medal  the  crucifix  is  depicted  as  hovering  before  the  ecstatic  St.  Francis,  the 
formation  of  the  stigmata  being  indicated  (as  is  done  to  more  pronounced  effect  in 
paintings)  by  rays  shining  from  the  wounds  on  the  crucified  image  towards  the  body 
of  the  saint.  The  scene  is  another  favourite  of  religious  art,  being  portrayed,  for 
example,  by  Giotto  and  Diirer. 
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But  let  us  get  back  to  representations  of  the  Immaculate  Virgin,  and  an  altogether 
peculiar  instance  of  it  at  that.  It  occurs  on  the  reverse  of  the  brass  medal  shown, 
actual  size,  in  Fig.  4,  which  is  Spanish  and  probably  of  twentieth  century,  though 
possibly  nineteenth  century,  date.  Here  the  Virgin  is  not  just  accompanied  by  lilies, 
she  is  represented  by  one,  streaming  with  light  and  surrounded  by  stars  as  usual,  but 
then,  again  incongruously,  standing  on  a crescent  moon  which  has  a face!  (See 
Postscript)  The  legend  reads,  HUAS  DE  LA  INMACULADA  CONCEPCION  or 
"Daughters  of  the  Immaculate  Conception",  about  whom  I know  nothing.  I’m  afraid. 
Possibly  they  are  related  to  the  Sisters  of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  a religious 
order  devoted  to  educational  work,  founded  originally  in  France  in  1820,  but  with 
bases  in  Spain  (6).  The  obverse  design  certainly  supports  an  educational  basis  for  the 
medal,  showing  the  Virgin  Mary  attended  by  four  devout  children  (which  is  four  more 
than  I ever  encountered  in  my  teaching  career,  but  perhaps  the  less  said  about  that  the 
better!).  The  legend  is  MATER  TUOS  OCULOS  AD  NOS  CONVERTE,  or  "Mother, 
turn  your  eyes  towards  us." 


Two  older  and  more  conventional  medals  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  are  shown 
below,  both  at  VA  times  actual  size. 


The  first  (Fig.  5)  is  bronze,  Spanish  and  probably  of  eighteenth  century  date.  The 
Virgin  Mary  is  here  LA  PURISSIMA  CONCEPCION,  literally,  "The  Most  Pure 
Conception."  The  reverse  of  the  medal  shows  the  Dove,  the  regular  symbol  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  above  the  Sacred  Hearts  of  Jesus  and  Mary  (CORAZONES  DE  JESUS 
Y DE  MARIA). 
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The  second  medal  (Fig.  6)  is  also  bronze  and  again  probably  eighteenth  century 
Spanish.  The  obverse  legend,  AVE  MARI  GRATI  PLE,  is,  as  indicated  earlier,  the 
"Hail  Mary  full  of  grace"  of  the  Annunciation  of  Luke  1.28,  and  it  is  interesting  that 
it  is  here  coupled  with  the  Immaculate  Conception,  for  in  the  theological  controversy 
over  whether  or  not  Mary  had  been  immaculately  conceived,  this  verse  was  cited  as 
one  piece  of  scriptural  authority  in  favour  of  the  idea,  "full  of  grace"  being  taken  as 
the  equivalent  of  "conceived  without  sin".  The  reverse  of  the  medal  is  a standard 
crucifixion  scene  surmounting  the  sacred  monogram  IHS,  with  the  three  crucifixion 
nails  in  the  exergue. 

As  many  readers  of  NI  Bulletin  will  know,  I have  a keen  interest  in  the  amuletic  uses 
of  religious  medals,  and  in  my  article  "Religious  Medals  & Amulets"  (December 
1997,  p.309)  referred  to  a particular  amuletic  usage  of  medals  of  the  Immaculate 
Conception.  E.  Cobham  Brewer  (7)  cites  some  other  examples  in  the  following 
passage,  under  the  heading  "Diseases  cured  by  the  medal  of  the  Immaculate 
Conception  (eighteenth  century)": 

"Crispino,  the  son  of  humble  parents,  entered  the  monastery  of 
Paranzana,  where  he  was  employed  as  cook,  and  rose  high  in  favour 
as  a saintly  man.  A lady  living  at  Tolfa  requested  that  Brother 
Crispino  might  be  allowed  to  visit  her,  as  she  was  sick  of  an  epidemic 
which  then  prevailed.  When  he  entered  the  chamber,  the  lady  said  to 
him,  ‘Brother  Crispino,  make  on  my  head  the  sign  of  the  cross  with 
thy  medal  of  the  Immaculate  Conception.’  This  did  he,  and  the  lady 
was  instantly  cured.  The  experiment  was  subsequently  tried  on  several 
others,  and  always  with  the  same  success." 

Crispino,  incidentally,  was  to  be  canonized  in  1982,  becoming  St  Crispin  of  Viterbo. 

Notes. 

(1)  For  full  details  of  the  controversy  see  the  article  "Immaculate  Conception"  in 
The  Catholic  Encyclopedia,  ed.  C.  G.  Herbermann  et  al.  (1907-1914),  vol.  7. 

(2)  See,  for  example,  Anna  Jameson,  Legends  of  the  Madonna  as  Represented  in 
the  Fine  Arts  (1890),  p.42ff;  and  Mrs.  Henry  Jenner,  Our  Lady  in  Art  (1908), 
p.6ff. 

(3)  In  relation  to  Mary  herself,  the  rose  is  often  symbolic  of  her  perfection,  and 
the  lily  of  her  purity.  However,  since  it  is  here  the  cherubim  who  carry  roses, 
palms  and  lilies,  the  intended  symbolism  may  well  be  somewhat  different, 
relating  to  Christ  as  much  as  to  the  Virgin:  the  roses  are  possibly  indicative 
of  heavenly  joy;  the  palms  a parallel  to  John  12:12-13: 

"...  when  they  heard  that  Jesus  was  coming  to 
Jerusalem,  took  branches  of  palm  trees,  and  went  forth 
to  meet  him,  and  cried,  Hosanna:  Blessed  is  the  King 
of  Israel  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 
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Finally,  the  lily,  in  addition  to  its  pure  whiteness,  is  also  one  of  the  first 
flowers  of  the  year,  and  thus  a herald  of  Spring.  For  this  reason  it  has 
become  a symbol  of  the  Advent  of  Christ. 


Fig.  7 

(4)  I cannot  resist  adding  here  that  the  Miraculous  Image  of  Mary  produced  in 
association  with  her  apparitions  to  Juan  Diego  at  Guadalupe  in  Mexico  in 
1531  is  of  the  Immaculate  type  and  uses  the  same  device  for  the  rays  as  the 
medals  (Fig.  7).  The  image  was  supposedly  impressed  by  miraculous  means 
on  the  surface  of  Juan  Diego’s  cloak!  Like  the  Turin  Shroud,  it  is  claimed  to 
be  inexplicable  and  incapable  of  being  produced  by  human  hands.  Skeptics, 
of  course,  argue  otherwise,  and  say  that  it  shows  that  the  fabricator  was 
influenced  by  the  artistic  conventions  associated  with  the  Immaculate 
Conception,  probably  via  the  Franciscan  Friars  that  accompanied  the  Spanish 
Conquest.  Believers,  of  course,  argue  that  it  simply  shows  Marian  approval 
of  the  image-type!  The  arguments  are  complicated  by  the  fact  that  the 
original  image  is  admitted  by  all  to  have  been  "touched  up"  and  even  "added 
to"  since  1531,  though  to  uncertain  degrees.  For  some  details,  see  A 
Handbook  on  Guadalupe,  published  by  the  Franciscan  Friars  of  the 
Immaculate  in  1997,  p.58-9,  p.64-5,  p.85  and  p.  160- 1 in  particular. 
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Fig.  8 


(5)  I mention  this  detail  because  of  a bronze  medal  whose  reverse  is  shown  here, 
VA  times  actual  size,  as  Fig.  8.  Its  obverse  is  very  similar  to  that  of  Fig.  1, 
including  the  surrounding  cord,  though  the  Virgin  has  a halo  of  only  five  stars. 
As  can  be  seen,  the  reverse  bears  the  image  of  St.  Dominic,  something  of  a 
contradiction  in  view  of  the  controversy  over  the  Immaculate  Conception! 
(That  the  saint  holds  a tall  cross  and  a lily  suggests  that  it  is  St.  Dominic  de 
Guzman,  founder  of  the  Dominican  Order,  and  not  another  saint  of  the  same 
name,  like  St.  Dominic  of  Silos.)  This  medal  and  the  one  in  Fig.  1 - like  that 
in  Fig.  3 - are  all  so  similar  in  layout,  style  and  fabric  that  they  must  surely 
be  part  of  the  same  series,  as  indeed  are  three  others  in  my  collection,  all 
slightly  smaller.  Two  have  the  same  obverse  as  Fig.  1 - that  is,  with  a halo 
of  seven  stars.  One  has  St.  John  the  Evangelist  on  the  reverse,  with  legend 
S.  GIO.  EVANGEL.,  the  other  a Madonna  and  Child,  with  legend 
S.MAR.VIS.POVE.  This  latter  legend  is  puzzling,  but  seems  to  refer  to  Mary 
as  "Visitress  of  the  Poor",  VIS  being  an  abbreviation  of  VISITATRICE,  the 
Italian  equivalent  of  the  English  Visitress,  "a  woman  who  undertakes  regular 
visiting  of  the  poorer  households  of  a district  in  order  to  help  or  advise" 
(Oxford  English  Dictionary).  The  third  medal  has  the  same  obverse  as  Fig. 
8 - that  is,  with  a halo  of  five  stars.  Its  reverse  depicts  Christ  on  the  Cross, 
attended  by  the  Virgin  Mary  and  St.  John  the  Evangelist.  There  is  no  legend. 
All  these  medals  are  presumed  to  be  Italian,  and  probably  of  eighteenth 
century  date. 

(6)  There  is  a short  article  on  the  Sisters  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  in  The 
Catholic  Encyclopedia  (as  note  1),  vol.  7,  p.681-2. 

(7)  A Dictionary  of  Miracles  (1897  edition),  p.267. 

Postscript. 

After  writing  this  article  I was  rather  intrigued  to  discover  that  this  Man-in-the-Moon 
face  in  conjunction  with  the  Immaculate  Conception  was  not,  as  I had  assumed,  a 
modem  fancy,  but  that  it  was  also  to  be  found  in  two  of  Albrecht  Diirer’s  engravings: 
See  Walter  L.  Strauss  (editor),  The  Complete  Engravings,  Etchings  & Drypoints  of 
Albrecht  Dtirer  (1973),  "The  Virgin  on  the  Crescent"  (no.27,  p.56-57)  and  "The 
Virgin  on  the  Crescent  with  a Crown  of  Stars"  (no.51,  p.  1 10-1 11). 
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SOME  UNIQUE  or  VERY  RARE  EUROPEAN  DOLLARS  #20 

John  S.  Davenport,  Mount  Dora,  Florida,  NI  # 602 

The  county  of  Tecklenburg  and  the  provincial  city  of  Rheda  were  located  north  and 
south  of  Munster  in  northwestern  Germany.  The  original  line  of  counts  died  out  in 
1262  and  the  county  passed  to  Bentheim.  A new  line  was  established  in  1264  but 
became  extinct  in  the  male  line  in  1556.  Anna,  the  heiress,  married  Everwin  of 
Bentheim  in  1558.  Her  grandson  Adolf  began  a new  line,  and  he  and  his  son  Moritz 
issued  talers.  Tecklenburg  was  sold  to  Solms  in  1707,  and  Rheda  was  mediatized  in 
1805. 


Moritz  (1623-1674) 


3 Talers  1657  87.09g. 

MOR-  C-  IN-  TEC-  BEN-  ST-  ET-  LIM-  D-  IN-  RHE- , bust  R. 

IN-  TE-  SPE  - RO-  DOMINE-  , helmeted  arms  with  16  - 57  above  shield 
and  I.  L.  - C.  below. 


Not  in  Kennepohl,  see  #67. 

Kiinker  41,  862  Unique?  Dav.  A7804 
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SOVEREIGN  MILITARY  ORDER  OF  MALTA: 
HISTORY  AND  HERALDRY 


Charles  R.  Hosch,  Marietta,  Georgia,  N1  #2506 

The  Sovereign  Military  Hospitaller  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  of  Rhodes  and 
of  Malta  (II  Sovrano  Militare  Ordine  Ospedaliero  di  San  Giovanni  di  Gerusalemme 
detto  di  Rodi  e di  Malta)  originated  from  a hospital  founded  about  1070  in  Jerusalem 
by  Italian  merchants,  whose  principal,  Gerard,  founded  a brotherhood  of  lay  brothers 
after  the  conquest  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Knights  Templars  in  1099.  This  was 
confirmed  by  Pope  Pascal  II  in  1 1 13  as  The  Hospital  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem, 
named  after  John  the  Baptist,  the  patron  saint  of  the  hospital. 

In  about  1125,  the  Grand  Master  at  the  time,  the  French  knight  Raymond  de  Puy, 
extended  the  Order’s  Help  to  include  not  only  pilgrims  but  also  military  escorts.  In 
this  way  the  Order  was  converted  into  a Religious  Order  of  Chivalry,  its  members 
being  divided  into  knights  for  war  service,  priests  for  clerical  service,  and  lay 
brothers  for  hospital  service. 

Knights  not  of  noble  descent  could  be  admitted  into  the  Order  as  "knights  of  grace" 
in  exceptional  cases,  in  contrast  to  the  actual  "knights  by  right"  who  were  required 
to  be  of  noble  birth.  Together  with  the  Knights  Templars,  the  Knights  of  St.  John 
took  part  in  subsequent  Crusades  for  the  control  of  the  Levant  region  until  the 
Islamic  forces  gained  control  in  1291. 

In  1291  the  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  were  driven  out  of  Jerusalem.  They 
retired  to  Cyprus  under  the  leadership  of  Grand  Master  Jean  De  Villiers.  In  Cyprus 
their  ranks  were  strengthened  by  new  volunteers  from  Europe.  A navy  was  built  and 
the  Knights  continued  to  search  for  a home  of  their  own.  The  Knights  invaded 
Rhodes,  which  fell  into  their  hands  in  1309,  from  which  came  the  name  "Knights  of 
Rhodes."  They  remained  in  Rhodes  for  213  years. 

In  1522  Suliman  II  (the  Magnificent),  Sultan  of  Turkey,  attacked  Rhodes  with  a force 
of  200,000  Turkish  soldiers  against  the  Knights’  force  of  10,000.  Compelled  by 
fatigue  and  the  loss  of  men,  Grand  Master  Philippe  Villiers  De  L’lsle-Adam 
surrendered  on  23  DEC  1522,  after  six  months  of  siege.  Suliman  II,  however, 
treated  the  Knights  well  and  allowed  them  to  leave  with  the  other  Christians  within 
twelve  days.  After  a short  stay  at  Candia  on  the  island  of  Crete,  the  galleys  of  the 
Order  sailed  to  Messina  and  finally  to  Rome. 

During  their  travels  the  Knights,  without  success,  had  been  trying  to  get  a home  for 
the  Order  from  the  Kings  of  Christendom.  On  24  MAR  1530,  through  the  interven- 
tion of  Pope  Clement  VII,  the  islands  of  Malta  and  Gozo  were  given  to  the  Knights 
by  King  Carlos  V of  Spain.  The  Knights  finally  arrived  in  Malta  on  26  OCT  1530 
to  establish  their  permanent  headquarters  and  home  on  the  island.  The  Order  then 
became  commonly  known  as  the  "Knights  of  Malta."  The  capital  city  of  Malta, 
Valletta,  was  named  after  the  49th  Grand  Master  of  the  Order,  Fra  Jean  de  La 
Vallette-Parisot,  who  laid  the  founding  cornerstone  on  28  MAR  1566. 
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The  Order  remained  on  Malta  until  General  Napoleon  Bonaparte  occupied  the  island 
and  drove  them  out  in  1798.  Both  Rhodes  and  Malta  had  been  the  property  of  the 
Order  and  consequently  the  Order  bore  the  designation  "sovereign,"  which  it  still  re- 
tains today. 

After  a wandering  life  on  the  Continent,  the  Order  eventually  established  its  head- 
quarters in  Rome  in  1834.  The  headquarters  of  the  Order  was  successively  located 
in  Jerusalem  1099-1187,  Acre  1187-1291,  Cyprus  1291-1310,  Rhodes  1310-1522, 
Malta  1530-1798,  Trieste  1798-1799,  St.  Petersburg  1799-1803,  Catania  1803-1826, 
Ferrara  1826-1834,  and  Rome  1834-present. 

In  1803  Pope  Pius  VII  chose  John  Baptiste  Tommasi,  the  chief  candidate  of  the 
Russian  Priories,  as  Grand  Master.  After  Tommasi’ s death  in  1805,  there  followed 
an  interval  during  which  the  Order  was  ruled  by  Lieutenants  who  were  elected  by  its 
Knights  but  ratified  by  the  Holy  See.  After  a brief  stay  in  Ferrara,  one  of  the 
Order’s  members  bequeathed  it  a palace,  the  Palazzo  di  Malta  in  Rome,  which  is  still 
its  home.  The  Order  began  to  revive  and  the  Grand  Mastership  was  restored  by 
Pope  Leo  XIII  in  1879  and  the  seventy- fourth  Grand  Master  was  installed,  Jean- 
Baptiste  Ceschi  a Santa  Croce. 

The  "sovereignty"  is  derived  from  grants  of  extraterritoriality  by  Italy  (1928)  and 
Vatican  City  (1935),  and  from  its  supra-national  character  as  a religious  military 
Order  owing  suzerainty  to  the  Holy  See.  In  1961  Pope  John  XXIII  approved  the  new 
Constitutional  Charter  of  the  Sovereign  Military  Order  of  Malta  (SMOM).  On  28 
JAN  1961,  a judgment  by  the  Civil  Courts  of  Rome  declared  that  the  Order  was  ’ un 
ente  sovrano  internazionale...'  (’an  international  sovereign  society’).  On  08  MAY 
1962,  after  an  interregnum  during  which  the  Order  had  been  governed  by 
Lieutenants,  the  seventy-seventh  Grand  Master,  Fra  Angelo  de  Mojana  di  Cologna, 
was  elected. 

The  Order  issues  its  own  passports,  however,  its  territory  is  confined  to  Palazzo 
Malta  on  Via  Condotti,  and  Villa  Malta  on  the  crest  of  the  Aventine  Hill,  both  in  the 
city  of  Rome.  The  Order  maintains  diplomatic  relations  with  about  35  governments, 
including  Italy,  Spain,  Austria,  State  of  Malta,  Portugal,  Brazil,  Guatemala,  Panama, 
Peru,  Philippines,  Liberia,  and  many  others. 

The  numismatic  history  of  the  Order  dates  from  1310  in  Rhodes.  The  first  known 
coins  are  silver  pieces  struck  during  the  reign  of  Foulques  De  Villaret,  the  first  Chief 
of  the  Order  in  the  Island  of  Rhodes  (1305-1319).  Dieudonne  de  Gozon,  Third 
Grand  Master  of  the  Order  in  Rhodes  (1346-1353)  was  the  first  to  introduce  gold 
coinage  similar  to  Venetian  Ducats  or  Zecchini,  and  his  example  was  followed  by 
succeeding  Grand  Masters  until  the  rule  of  Grand  Master  Gregoire  Carafa  in  Malta 
(1680-1690),  when  the  Venetian  type  was  discontinued.  Coins  were  issued 
throughout  the  Order’s  stay  on  Malta,  from  1530  to  1798  when  Napoleon  conquered 
Malta  and  much  of  their  wealth  and  lands  were  confiscated. 

There  exist  in  all  series  of  the  coinage  of  the  Grand  Masters  innumerable  varieties. 
The  varieties  exist  in  the  various  inscriptions,  dates,  coats  of  arms,  and  other  design 
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elements.  In  some  instances,  the  reverse  of  the  coin  is  entirely  different.  Later  coins 
may  be  attributed  by  comparing  the  date  of  the  Grand  Master’s  reign  and  the 
obverse.  The  metallic  content  and  size  of  the  coins  are  keys  to  the  denomination  if 
not  specified  on  the  coin. 


Coinage  of  the  Sovereign  Military  Order  of  Malta 
Table  of  Denominations 


30  tari 

= 

1 pezza  or  oncia 

12  tari 

= 

1 scudo 

20  grani 

= 

2 carlini  = 1 taro 

6 piccioli 

= 

1 grano 

5 grani 

■ = 

1 cinquina  =1/2  carlino 

10  grani 

= 

1 carlino 

6 dinieri 

= 

1 grano 

1 grano 

= 

1/3  farthing 

Coins  of  the  Knights  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem 
and  British  Sterling  Equivalent  values,  1530-1798,  in  Malta 

Malta  Gold 

Sterling 

Malta  Silver 

Sterling 

Malta  Copper 

Sterling 

12  Zecchini 

£4.0.0 

30  Tari 

4/2 

4 Tari 

6 2/3  d 

10  Zecchini 

£3.6.8 

15  Tari 

2/1 

2 Tari 

3 1/3  d 

4 Zecchini 

£1.6.8 

2 Scudi 

3/4 

1 Tari 

1 2/3  d 

2 Zecchini 

13.4 

1 Scudo 

1/8 

1 Carlino 

1 d 

1 Zecchini 

6.8 

16  Tari 

2/2% 

1 Cinquina 

1/2  d 

20  Scudi 

£1.13.4 

8 Tari 

1/lVa 

Vi  Cinquina 

1/4  d 

10  Scudi 

16.8 

6 Tari 

10  d 

1 Grano 

1/12  d 

5 Scudi 

8.4 

3 Dinieri 

1/24  d 

1 Picciolo 

1/72  d 

The  symbolic  modern  coin  series  began  in  1961  and  coins  have  been  subsequently 
issued  each  year  as  a symbol  of  sovereignty.  They  have  a theoretical  fixed  exchange 
value  with  the  Italian  lire,  but  are  not  used  in  commerce.  These  modern  issues  are 
perhaps  the  world’s  last  major  symbolic  coinage,  just  as  their  issuer  is  the  world’s 
last  sovereign  order  of  knighthood.  Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  coinage  are  used 
to  help  maintain  the  Order’s  hospitals,  clinics,  and  leprosariums  around  the  world 
(mainly  in  Italy  and  Austria). 


□ □ □ □ □ 
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The  present  constitution  of  the  Order  was  published  in  a Papal  Bull  of  08  DEC  1956, 
and  revised  in  1961.  The  Order  is  divided  into  five  Grand  Priorates  and  14  National 
Associations,  to  which  are  added  the  Knights  belonging  neither  to  the  Grand  Priorate 
nor  to  an  Association  but  who  come  directly  under  the  Grand  Master  as  in  gremio 
religionis.  The  members  of  the  Order  are  included  in  three  classes: 

(1)  Legal  Knights  and  Religious  Members  of  the  Order , who  take  the  triple  vow  of 
chastity,  obedience,  and  poverty. 

(2)  Knights  of  Obedience , who  take  a vow  of  obedience  to  their  seniors  with 
complete  devotion  to  the  Word  of  God  and  the  teaching  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

(3)  Honorary  and  Devout  Knights  and  Dames,  Religious  Members  "ad  honorem, " 
Magistral  Religious  Members,  Knights  of  Grace  and  Devotion,  Deserving  Knights  of 
Grace,  Magistral  Knights  of  Grace,  and  Dames,  and  Donators  (benefactors). 

Apart  from  the  religious  members  and  the  Deserving  and  Magistral  Knights  of  Grace 
of  the  3rd  Class,  the  Knights,  according  to  class  and  degree,  must  be  able  to  prove 
a greater  or  lesser  number  of  noble  ancestors. 

Legal  Knights  and  Knights  of  Obedience  as  well  as  Honorary  Knights  and  Knights  of 
Devotion  wear,  as  a Badge  of  the  Order  on  a black  necklet,  a white-enamelled 
Maltese  Cross  in  gold  with  Florentine  fleurs-de-lis  in  the  angles  of  the  cross  and 
pendant  on  a crown  beneath  a trophy  with  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  Order.  Legal 
Knights  also  wear,  as  a breast  cross,  the  so-called  "Profess  Cross,"  and  Knights  of 
Obedience  wear  a black  enamelled  silver  rhomb  with  an  inlaid  white-enamelled 
Maltese  Cross  with  Florentine  fleurs-de-lis  in  the  angles  of  the  cross. 

Knights  of  Grace  and  Devotion  wear  the  same  Badge  of  the  Order  as  the  Honorary 
and  Devout  Knights,  but  with  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  Order  crowned  by  a helmet 
with  a set  of  crossed  swords  above  the  crown,  on  a black  necklet. 

Deserving  and  Magistral  Knights  of  Grace  wear  the  same  Badge  of  the  Order  as  the 
Knights  of  Grace  and  Devotion,  but,  as  regards  the  former,  with  the  coat  of  arms  of 
the  Order  garlanded  by  golden  palm  branches  and,  as  regards  the  latter,  with  the  coat 
of  arms  of  the  Order  resting  on  a golden  bow  and  without  helmet  and  swords,  both 
on  a black  necklet. 

Donators  wear  the  same  Badge  of  the  Order  as  Magistral  Knights  of  Grace,  but 
smaller,  and  on  a black  chest  riband. 

Knights  of  every  class  and  degree  may,  for  quite  outstanding  services,  be  decorated 
with  a Grand  Cross,  worn  either  on  a black  sash  or  on  a black  necklet  with  gold- 
embroidered  branches  of  holly  along  the  borders.  Special  insignia  are  attached  to  the 
various  officers  of  the  Order,  and  similarly  the  Order  includes  a special  uniform. 

□ □ □ □ □ 
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The  Cross  of  Merit  of  the  Sovereign  Military  Order  of  Malta  ( Croce  al  Merito 
del  Sovrano  Militare  Ordine  di  Malta)  was  originally  instituted  in  1916  by  the  Grand 
Prior  of  the  Grand  Priorate  of  Austria  and  Bohemia,  but  was  expanded  in  1928  by 
the  Grand  Master  in  Rome  to  cover  the  whole  Order  of  Malta.  The  present  statutes 
of  the  decoration  date  from  30  JUN  1955.  Conferment  normally  takes  place  on  24 
JUN,  the  Day  of  John  the  Baptist,  on  08  SEP,  the  anniversary  of  the  termination  of 
the  Turkish  siege  of  Malta  in  1565,  and  on  the  anniversary  of  the  election  of  the 
acting  Grand  Master. 

The  decoration  has  a civil  and  a military  division.  The  civil  division  may  be 
conferred  on  persons  who  have  earned  the  gratitude  of  the  Order,  regardless  of  sex, 
nationality,  race,  or  religion.  The  military  division  may  only  be  conferred  on 
members  of  the  Order  and,  in  the  event  of  war,  on  military  personnel  of  allied 
countries  in  exceptional  cases.  Each  division  has  six  classes.  Classes  and  insignia 
for  the  civil  division  are  as  follows: 

1 . Collar  of  Merit , which  wears  the  Collar  of  the  Order  with  a Badge  of  the  Order 

and  the  Star  of  the  Order. 

2.  Grand  Cross  of  Merit  with  Star  and  Sash , which  wears  the  Badge  of  the  Order  on 

a sash  and  the  Star  of  the  Order. 

3.  Grand  Cross  of  Merit  with  Star , which  wears  the  Badge  of  the  Order  on  a necklet, 

with  gold-embroidered  holly  branches  on  the  borders,  and  the  Star  of  the  Order. 

4.  Cross  of  Merit  1st  Class  with  Crown , which  wears  the  Badge  of  the  Order,  but 

smaller,  on  a necklet. 

5.  Cross  of  Merit  1st  Class , which  wears  the  Badge  of  the  Order  on  a chest  riband 

equipped  with  a shield  bearing  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  Order. 

6.  Cross  of  Merit  2nd  Class , which  wears  the  Badge  of  the  Order  on  a chest  riband. 

Ladies,  on  whom  the  civil  division  of  the  Order  only  may  be  conferred,  wear  smaller 
insignia  on  ribands  mounted  as  a bow.  The  insignia  are  the  same  for  both  divisions, 
but  the  military  Badges  of  the  Order  are  provided  with  crossed  swords  and  are  worn 
a special  riband. 

The  Badge  of  the  Order  is  a white-enamelled  Greek  Cross  in  gold  with  cleft  arms, 
pendant  on  a crown  for  the  four  highest  classes.  The  center  of  the  medallion  bears 
the  8-pointed,  white  Maltese  Cross  on  a red  background  with  the  Latin  legend  MIL. 
ORDO  EQUITUM  MELIT.  BENE  MERENTI,  meaning  "The  Military  Knight’s 
Order  of  Malta  for  the  Well-deserving,"  on  a white-enamelled  circle. 

The  Star  of  the  Order  is  an  8-pointed  faceted  silver  star  with  a Badge  of  the  Order 
in  the  center. 

The  Riband  of  the  Order  for  the  civil  division  is  white  with  red  border  stripes,  and 
for  the  military  division  red  with  white  border  stripes.  When  worn  as  a necklet  for 
3rd  Class,  it  has  gold-embroidered  branches  of  holly  along  the  borders.  As  a chest 
riband,  it  is  mounted  in  a triangular  fashion. 

□ □ □ □ □ 
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GRAND  MASTERS  OF  THE  ORDER 

1.  Bx.  Fra’  Gerard,  founder 

2.  Bx.  Fra’  Raymond  de  Puy 

3.  Fra  Auger  de  Balben 

4.  Fra  Arnaud  de  Comps 

5.  Fra  Gilbert  d’Assailly 

6.  Fra  Gaston  de  Murols 

7.  Fra  Joubert 

8.  Frit  Roger  des  Moulins 

9.  Fra  Ermengard  d’Asp 

10.  Fra  Garnier  de  Naplous 

11.  Fra  Geoffroy  de  Donjon 

12.  Fra  Alphonse  de  Portugal 

13.  Fra  Geoffroy  Le  Rat 

14.  Fra  Garin  De  Montaigu 

15.  Fra  Bertrand  de  Thessy 

16.  Fra  Guerin 

17.  Fra  Bertrand  de  Comps 

18.  Fra  Pierre  de  Vieille-Bride 

19.  Fra  Guillaume  de  Chateauneuf 

20.  Fra  Hugues  de  Revel 

21.  Fra  Nicolas  Lorgne 

22.  Fra  Jean  de  Villiers 

23.  Fra  Odon  de  Pins 

24.  Fra  Guillaume  de  Villaret 

25.  Fra  Foulques  de  Villaret 

26.  Fra  Helion  de  Villeneuve 

27.  Frii  Dieudonne  de  Gozon 

28.  Frit  Pierre  de  Corneillan 

29.  Fra  Roger  de  Pins 

30.  Fra  Raymond  Berenger 

31.  Fra  Robert  de  Juilliac 

32.  Frit  Jean  Fernandez  de  Heredia 

33.  Fra  Richard  Caracciolo 

34.  Fra  Philibert  de  Naillac 

35.  Fra  Antoine  Fluvian  de  la  Rivi&re 

36.  Fr^  Jean  de  Lastic 

37.  Frit  Jacques  de  Milly 

38.  Fni  Pierre  Raymond  Zacosta 

39.  Frci  Jean-Baptiste  Orsini 

40.  Fra  Pierre  d’Aubusson,  Cardinal 

41.  Fra  Emery  d’Amboise 

42.  Fra  Guy  de  Blanchefort 

43.  Fra  Frabrice  del  Carretto 

44.  Frii  Philippe  Villiers  de  L’Isle-Adam 

45.  Fra  Pierre  del  Ponte 

46.  Fnl  Didier  de  Saint-Jaille 

47.  Fni  Jean  de  Homedes 


[French  spelling]: 

d.  03  SEP  1120 
1120-1158/60 
1158/60-1162/63 
1162/63 
1163-1169/70 
C.1170-C.1172 
c.  1172-1 177 
1177-1187 
1188-C.1190 
1189/90-1192 
1189/90-1192 
1202-1206 
1206-1207 
1207-1227/28 
1228-c.  1231 
c. 1231-1236 
1236-1239/40 
1239/40-1242 
1242-1258 
1258-1277 
1277/78-1284 
1284/85-1293/94 
1294-1296 
1296-1305 
1305-1319 
1319-1346 
1346-1353 
1353-1355 
1355-1365 
1365-1374 
1374-1376 
1376-1396 
1383-1395 
1396-1421 
1421-1437 
1437-1454 
1454-1461 
1464-1467 
1467-1476 
1476-1503 
1503-1512 

1512- 1513 

1513- 1521 
1521-1534 

1534- 1535 

1535- 1536 

1536- 1553 
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GRAND  MASTERS  OF  THE  ORDER  (Continued) 


48. 

Fra  Claude  de  la  Sengle 

1553-1557 

49. 

Fra  Jean  de  La  Vallette-Parisot 

1557-1568 

50. 

Fra  Pierre  del  Monte 

1568-1572 

51. 

Fra  Jean  L’Eveque  de  la  Cassiere 

1572-1581 

52. 

Fra  Hugues  Loubenx  de  Verdala,  Cardinal 

1581-1595 

53. 

Fra  Martin  Garzez 

1595-1601 

54. 

Fra  Alof  de  Wignacourt 

1601-1622 

55. 

Fra  Louis  Mendez  de  Vasconcellos 

1622-1623 

56. 

Fra  Antoine  de  Paule 

1623-1636 

57. 

Fra  Jean  de  Lascaris-Castellar 

1636-1657 

58. 

Fra  Martin  de  Redin 

1657-1660 

59. 

Fra  Annet  de  Clermont-Gessant 

1660 

60. 

Fra  Raphael  Cotoner 

1660-1663 

61. 

Fra  Nicolas  Cotoner 

1663-1680 

62. 

Fra  Gregoire  Carafa 

1680-1690 

63. 

Fra  Adrien  de  Wignacourt 

1690-1697 

64. 

Fra  Raymond  Perellos  y Roccaful 

1697-1720 

65. 

Fra  Marc  Antoine  Zondadari 

1720-1722 

66. 

Fra  Antoine  Manoel  de  Vilhena 

1722-1736 

67. 

Fra  Raymond  Despuig 

1736-1741 

68. 

Fra  Manuel  Pinto  de  Fonseca 

1741-1773 

69. 

Fra  Francis  Ximenes  de  Texada 

1773-1775 

70. 

Fra  Emmanuel  de  Rohan-Polduc 

1775-1797 

71. 

Fra  Ferdinand  von  Hormpesch 

1797-1799 

72. 

(de  facto)  Paul  I,  Empereur  de  Russie 

1798-1801 

73. 

Fra  Jean  Baptiste  Tommasi 

1803-1805 

74. 

Fra  Jean-Baptiste  Ceshi  a Santa  Croce 

1879-1905 

75. 

Fra  Galeazzo  von  Thun  und  Hohenstein 

1905-1931 

76. 

Fra  Ludovic  Chigi  della  Rovere  Albani 

1931-1951 

77. 

Fra  Angelo  de  Mojana  di  Colog na 

1962-1988 

78. 

Fra  Andrew  Bertie 

1988- 

The  Grand  Masters  of  the  Order  of  the  18th,  19th,  and  20th  centuries  which  have 
issued  coins  are  numbers  64  through  71,  77,  and  78,  and  Lieutenant  of  the  Grand 
Master  number  2. 


LIEUTENANTS  OF  THE  GRANDMASTERSHIP 


1. 

Fra  Innico-Maria  Guevara-Suardo 

1805-1814 

2. 

Fra  Andre  Di  Giovanni 

1814-1821 

3. 

Fra  Antoine  Busca 

1821-1834 

4. 

Fra  Charles  Candida 

1834-1845 

5. 

Fra  Philippe  di  Colloredo-Mels 

1845-1864 

6. 

Fra  Alexandre  Borgia 

1865-1871 

7. 

Fra  Jean  Baptiste  Ceschi  a Santa  Croce 

1871-1879 

8. 

Fra  Antoine  Hercolani  Fava  Simonetti,  ad  interim 

1951-1955 

9. 

Fra  Jean  Charles  Pallavicini,  ad  interim 

1988- 
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LIEUTENANTS  OF  THE  GRAND  MASTER 

1.  Fra  Pius  Franchi  de’Cavalieri  (during  the  illness  of  the 

75th  Grand  Master)  1929-1931 

2.  Fii  Ernesto  Paterno  Castello  di  Caraci  1955-1962 

□ □ □ □ □ 

COATS  OF  ARMS  ON  SMOM  COINS  SINCE  1700 

The  coats  of  arms  of  all  Grand  Masters  (except  6 and  9)  consist  of  a shield  divided 
per  quarterly.  The  upper  left  and  lower  right  quadrants  are  charged  with  a white 
Greek-type  cross  on  a red  field.  The  shield  is  surmounted  by  a crown.  The  variable 
is  the  design  in  the  upper  right  and  lower  left  quadrants,  the  family  arms  of  the 
Grand  Masters,  as  described  below.  Following  the  descriptions  are  the  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Coins  catalog  numbers  for  the  coins  depicting  the  described  arms. 


1 2 3.1  3.2  5 


1 Ramon  Perellos  y Roccaful,  1697-1720.  Upper  right  and  lower  left  quadrants  three 
towers,  2/1.  lFrl6,  18,  19] 

2 Marcantonio  Zondadari,  1720-1722.  Upper  right  and  lower  left  quadrants  a bend 
charged  with  three  elongated  patterns.  [Fr2i-23] 

3.1  Antonio  Manoel  de  Vilhena,  1722-1736.  Upper  right  and  lower  left  quadrants 
a lion  rampant  facing  left.  [Fr25,  26.2] 

3.2  Antonio  Manoel  de  Vilhena.  Upper  right  a lion  rampant  facing  left;  lower  left 
the  Hand  of  Providence  holding  a sword.  [Fr24,  26.3,  26.4,  28] 

4 Ramon  Despuig,  1736-1741.  No  coinage  issued. 

5 Emmanuel  Pinto  de  Fonseca,  1741-1773.  Upper  right  and  lower  left  quadrants  five 
crescent  moons,  2/1/2.  [Frio,  14,  16-20,  22-25] 

6 Francisco  Ximenes  de  Texada,  1773-1775.  Upper  right  a crowned  lion  rampant; 
lower  left  a three-towered  fortress  on  a green  field.  Variation:  as  a separate  shield, 
divided  per  pale.  [C31-34] 

7 Emmanuel  de  Rohan-Polduc,  1775-1797.  Upper  right  and  lower  left  quadrants 
nine  lozenges,  3/3/3,  on  a red  field.  [C44,  46,  49-52] 
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9 

8  Ferdinand  von  Hompesch,  1797-1798.  A crowned  double-headed  eagle  displayed, 
wings  elevated.  On  the  eagle’s  breast  is  a shield  divided  per  quarterly:  upper  left  and 
lower  right  a white  cross  on  a red  field,  upper  right  and  lower  left  a double  indented 
saltire  on  a red  field.  [C57,  58. 1-58.4] 

[ The  coins  issued  since  1961  are  a symbolic  continuation  of  the  irulependent  coinage 
last  issued  in  1 798.] 


6 7 8 9 10  11 


9 Ernesto  Paternd  Castello  di  Carcaci  (Lieutenant  Grand  Master),  1955-1962.  A 
Maltese  cross.  [KM-mi,  M2] 

10  Angelo  de  Mojana  di  Cologna,  1962-1988.  A Maltese  cross  upon  which  is 
charged  a scroll-bordered  shield  divided  per  quarterly:  in  the  upper  left  and  lower 
right  quadrants  is  a silver  cross  upon  a red  field;  in  the  upper  right  and  lower  left 
quadrants  are  three  fleurs-de-lis,  two  at  top,  one  at  bottom,  upon  a blue  field  divided 
per  fess  by  a red  double  indented  line.  The  shield  is  surmounted  by  a crown  at  the 
apex  of  which  is  a Maltese  cross.  Below  the  shield  (sometimes  around)  is  the  Collar 
of  Santo  Rosario  with  Badge  Appendant  (a  Maltese  cross).  [KM-M5,  M6,  Mio,  M20, 
M32,  et  at] 


11  Andrew  Bertie,  1988-.  Upper  right  and  lower  left  quadrants  three  horizontal  bars 
within  the  field.  Behind  and  surrounding  the  shield  are  the  same  accouterments  as 
in  10,  above.  [KM-M138-M141,  M152] 


Comments  welcomed:  Charles  R.  Hosch,  P.O.  Box  7569,  Marietta,  GA  30065 


□ □ □ □ □ 


TWO  MEDALS  FOR  CHRISTMAS 


Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  NI  # 2382 

There  don’t  appear  to  be  very  many  religious  medals  associated  with  Christmas, 
which  I find  rather  surprising  when  I come  to  think  of  it.  Certainly,  at  the  time  of 
writing  I have  only  two  such  in  my  collection,  both  of  which  are  illustrated  here,  llA 
times  actual  size. 


The  obverse  of  the  first  (Fig.  1),  which  is  in  bronze,  depicts  the  Virgin  Mary  in  her 
"Immaculate  Conception"  mode,  on  which  see  my  article  on  pages  305-311  of  this 
issue  of  NI  Bulletin.  Indeed,  this  medal  is  so  similar  in  style,  form  and  fabric  to  the 
pieces  there  described  that  I presume  it  to  be  from  a similar  if  not  the  same  stable, 
and  thus  to  be  Italian  and  of  eighteenth  century  date.  The  reverse  of  the  medal 
depicts,  not  very  clearly,  I’m  afraid,  as  the  medal  is  somewhat  worn,  the  familiar 
scene  of  the  Nativity.  Above  the  Holy  Family  hover  two  angels  holding  up  a scroll 
on  which  is  written  GLO.  IN  EXCELS.  DEO,  words  taken  from  Luke  2.14  ("Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men.") 


The  second  medal  (Fig.  2)  is  Portuguese  and  of  twentieth  century  manufacture.  It  is 
in  brass  and  has  a blue  enamelled  border.  The  obverse  depicts  the  new-born  Jesus 
in  the  manger,  with  the  Star  of  Bethlehem  in  the  background.  The  reverse  legend, 
NASCIMENTO  DO  MENINO  JESUS,  signifies  "The  Nativity  of  the  Baby  Jesus." 


Fig.  1 


Fig.  2 
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NUMISMATICS  AND  THE  MILLENNIUM 


Robert  Turfboer,  Tarboro,  North  Carolina,  NI  #1960 

The  world  of  numismatics  too  is  entering  an  episode  of  TIME  which  has  been  called: 
A PERIOD  OF  HEIGHTENED  AWARENESS  (of  time). 

What  this  means  is  that  we  will  all  experience  events  known  as  the  Turn  Of  The 
Century  (T.  O.  T.  C.)  and  - the  Turn  Of  The  Millennium  (T.  O.  T.  M.). 

Curiously,  there  are  no  numismatic  stirrings  yet,  like  books  or  articles,  which  deal 
with  these  momentous  phenomena.  This  does  not  mean  that  there  are,  or  will  be,  no 
questions  floating  around,  pertaining  to  this  episode. 

Numerous  varied  celebrations  of  this  kind  have  taken  place  in  the  world  during  events 
of  this  nature  and  - as  the  2000  AD  moment  is  getting  closer  - there  will  be  more 
curiosity  about  commemorative  material  from  earlier  dates. 

Take  for  instance  the  question:  when  was  the  first  millennial  commemorative  coin 
issued? 

The  stunning  answer  is:  in  248  AD,  under  Philip  I,  who  had  a sestertius  issued  which 
states:  "MILIARIUM  S.  C."  [of  the  Roman  Empire].  True!  Look  it  up  yourself. 

As  a lifetime  numismatic  hobbyist,  I once  met  a man  who  was  bom  in  the  year  1900. 
He  was  an  auctioneer  and  a coin  collector  too.  He  showed  me  his  birth-year’s  set  of 
the  4 US  gold  coins.  That  started  me,  some  30  years  back,  on  a road  to  find  out 
more  about  "round  year  number"  numismatics.  As  a result,  I have  gathered  a vast 
amount  of  documents,  data,  private  information,  etc.  about  all  sorts  of  centennial, 
millennial  coins,  medals  and  currency,  along  with  their  celebrations  held  in  both 
hemispheres.  Hundreds  of  cities  of  this  world  have  already  celebrated  a millennial 
anniversary,  to  name  only  one  category. 

For  example,  Paris,  France,  was  2000  years  old  in  1951  and  they  distributed  an 
enlarged  commemorative  replica  of  a stater  issued  in  49  BC:  this  is  just  one  of  many. 

Once,  long  ago,  I hoped  to  be  able  to  put  together  a book  on  this  subject:  but  - as 
reality  does  to  us  - 1 never  had  enough  time,  nor  the  energy  to  bring  this  about. 

Now  that  I am  retired  and  have  finished  most  "projects",  I still  have  something  to 
share  with  my  fellow  numismatic  hobbyists:  my  data,  as  described  above. 

The  stuff  is  not  for  sale,  but  I will  be  most  agreeable  to  share  what  I know  with 
serious  correspondents. 

Who  knows?  I may  have  an  answer  to  your  "round  number-date"  question.  An 
S.A.S.E.  and  your  question  is  all  it  takes. 

My  address:  Robert  Turfboer  M.D.,  200  Trade  Street,  Apt.  F301,  Tarboro,  NC  27886. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


Scott  Semans.  P.  O.  Box  22849,  Seattle.  WA  98122:  Looking  for  copies  or 

photocopies  of  Senior  Consultants  pricelists  for  1995-1998. 

Wolfgang  Bertsch.  Bahnhofstr.  34.  64380  Rossdorf,  Germany:  Chilean  mining 
tokens.  Should  you  have  any  unusual  specimens  not  listed  by  Rulau  (Latin  American 
Tokens ),  I would  like  to  have  the  details  (full  obverse  and  reverse  legends;  material 
and  diameter).  I am  interested  in  any  Chilean  mining  token,  excluding  nitrate  tokens, 
for  the  production  of  a catalog. 

Albert  L.  Gammon,  P.  O.  Box  1343,  Sun  Citv.  AZ  85372:  WANTED  the 

following  sets:  KM  MSI  6 pc.  1975;  Reunion  KM  7-13  7 pcs.,  KM  10-13  4 pcs.; 
Umm  Al-Quawain  KM  1-4  4 pcs.  1970  (or  any  one);  Faeroe  Is.  KM  1-5  5 pcs.; 
Ajman  KM  1-3  1969  3 pcs.,  KM  5-7  1970  3 pcs.;  Guinea-Bissau  KM  17-21  1977  5 
pcs.;  Kiribati  KM  1-7  1979  7 pcs.;  Kenya  KM  1-6  1966  6 pcs.;  Libya  KM  1-5  1952 
5 pcs.,  KM  6-11  1965  6 pcs.,  KM  12-17  1975  6 pcs.,  KM  18-23  1979  6 pcs.;  Mali 
KM  2-4  3 pcs.,  KM  9-12  4 pcs.;  Somali  Republic  KM  6-9  4 pcs.,  KM  24-27  pcs.; 
Uganda  KM  1-6  1966  6 pcs.;  Arab  Yemen  1 Fil-lRiyal  6 pcs.;  P.D.R.  Yemen  2Vi-250 
Fils  7 pcs.  Write  first  with  prices. 

******************************************************************** 
NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

The  Cost  of  Provisions  and  Rent  in  1829  Guatemala 

. Mr. has  purchased  a Spanish  cloak,  the  cloth  of  which  cost 

and  her  aunt,  a number  of  particulars,  in  regard  to  household  expenditure 

in  this  place.  They  were  speaking  of  an  individual  who  gave  his  servant  ten  rials 
(five  shillings)  a day  to  procure  provisions  for  the  table,  his  family  consisting  of  eight 

persons.  This,  they  said,  was  too  much.  I notice  that  Senora every  night 

after  supper,  gives  money  to  the  servant;  and  I have  more  than  once  perceived  that 
the  amount  was  ten  rials;  this,  I have  no  doubt,  is  to  procure  provisions  for  the 
following  day.  And,  considering  that  no  fewer  than  fifteen  individuals  mess  in  the 
house,  this  a very  moderate  sum  indeed  to  procure  beef,  bread,  rice,  fish,  vegetables, 
and  fruit,  and  these  not  in  scanty  allowance.  The  table  groans  under  abundance  at 
least  I am  almost  inclined  to  groan  when  pressed,  with  an  urgency  that  will  scarcely 
admit  of  a refusal,  to  partake  of  what  appears  an  endless  variety  of  dishes. 

...  We  learn  also  that  the  rent  of  the  premises,  which  serve  both  for  a 
dwelling-house  and  warehouse,  is  500  dollars  per  annum.  The  house  forms  a square, 
having  a large  open  space  in  the  centre,  and  contains  ten  spacious  rooms,  besides 
kitchen,  servants’  apartments,  stable,  & c.  There  are  also  within  the  premises  two 
large  reservoirs  for  water,  which  are  kept  constantly  full.  The  principal  servant,  the 
cook,  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  thirty-five  dollars  per  annum. 

(From  Travels  in  Central  America,  by  Franklin 

Parker,  U.  of  Florida  Press,  1970) 
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